
WELCOME to the inauguralissueof the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas Newsletter.

This newsletterwill be sent to all registeredparticipantson a quarterlybasis. This is your

placeto getdetailedupdateson theprogresswe aremaking,to sharestoriesfrom thefield, to

relive fond memoriesandget ideasfor next year. For obviousreasonswe would like to send

this newsletterto you electronically; however,if you havelimited internetaccessor would

like a printedcopypleasecontacttheatlasoffice (seecontactinformationonbackpage).

NEWSLETTER

Volume 1, Issue 1 ïFall 2010

Highlights From Our First Atlas Season

Black-headed Grosbeak near 

Melita by Christian Artuso

What a way to startour first yearof atlassing!Ken De SmetfoundManitobaôsfirst recordednestof

Black-headedGrosbeakalong the SourisRiver nearMelita! Gloria and WayneTingey found a male

Lazuli Buntingon their property near Lyleton and also saw a femalebunting

in thearea. This malehasbeen singingon territory all summerlong.

Hereis a summaryof the manyfirst season. Highlights:

From the west:

· First confirmed breeding of 

Black-headed Grosbeak in MB

· Lazuli Buntingon territory

· WesternTanagersbreeding

in Region8 (ThePasarea)

· A Dickcisselon territory in SW

· >100locationsfor SpragueôsPipit

northof theTransCanadaHighway

From the southcentral and southeast:

· Southernmost recorded breeding of Bonaparteôs 

Gull in the province

· New locations for Eurasian Collared-Doves

· Easterly records for Grasshopper Sparrow

· Several breeding records for Pine Warbler

From the Interlake:

· Northern Parula and Pine 

Warbler in central Interlake 

· Northern records of parkland 

species such as American 

Woodcock, Gray Catbird and 

Eastern Bluebird

From the north:

· Southernmost recorded breeding of Tundra 

Swan in the province

· Southerly records of Bohemian Waxwing, 

White-crowned Sparrow and Common Redpoll 

· Northerly records of American White Pelican, 

Hairy Woodpecker, Least Flycatcher, Red-eyed 

Vireo, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-winged 

Blackbird & Common Grackle



As fall 2010 approachesand we look back on our first year of data

collection,somereadersmaynot realizejust how muchpreparationhas

goneinto launchingthis projectoverthelasttwo yearsmore. Forsome,

a ManitobaBreedingBird Atlas hasbeena dreamthat is decadesin the

making; however,it wasnôtuntil fall 2008, after discussionsbetween

Bird StudiesCanada,EnvironmentCanadaandNatureManitoba,that

this notion beganto gather some serioussteam. In early 2009, we

beganto build using seedmoney from the Manitoba Sustainable

DevelopmentsInnovations Fund andthenEnvironment Canada. In

due course, we forged a critically important working partnership

between non-governmentorganizationsand federal and provincial

governments. Four NGOs: Bird Studies Canada, Nature Manitoba,

The Manitoba Museum and The Nature Conservancyof Canada

combinedtheir expertiseandpassionwith thevision andstrongsupport

of two levels of government: Environment Canada and Manitoba

Conservation.

As variouscommitteesformed(seewww.birdatlas.mb.ca for details),

we securedgrants from the Winnipeg Foundation, the Manitoba

Community ServicesCouncil andthe Baillie Fund, andmanyothers

lent a hand. Then, after many strategy meetingsand presentation

polishing, camethat call from Manitoba Hydro and a new partner

joinedusat the table. Meanwhile,behindthescenes,both in Manitoba

andPortRowan,Ontario,we werehardat work designingthesampling

framework,holdingmeetingsandteleconferences,preparingannotated

regionallists,ñsafe-datematricesòandguidesfor atlassers. Everything

cametogetherjust in time for our first season,including habitatmaps

for all 6996atlassquaresandthe exceptionaldatabasecapacityof the

website. We evenfound time to find someearly owl nestsandhold an

extremelysuccessfullaunchat FortWhyte Alive, as well as regional

workshopsandothereventsandmediacommunications.

A Note on Data Entry

The sooner you submit your 

data, the better we can prepare 

reports and species maps that 

will be viewable on the web 

site. If you are likely to have 

difficulty in entering data 

promptly, please contact the 

Atlas office. You can enter 

your data directly via the 

Atlas website (go to ñData 

and Mapsò then ñOnline Data 

Entryò). A demonstration of 

how to do this is at:  

manitobabirdatlas.blogspot.

com. You can also mail us 

your complete paper forms 

and we will scan them in for 

you. Thank you!

Where It All Begané

Participantsof the fall workshop at

DeltaField Station. Fromleft to right:

Paul Goossen,Rudolf Koes, Denis

Lepage, Andrew Couturier, Nicole

Firlotte, Jon McCracken, Randy

Mooi, Christian Artuso, Ken De

Smet,Mark Ryckman,GingerArnold

andPeterTaylor. Photoby Heidi Den

Haanon24th September2009.

2010 ATLAS STATS   (as of August 15th 2010)

Registered Atlassers: 428(our 2010 target was 150 ïthank you for this phenomenal response!)

General Atlassing: 2720hours in 934 squares 

Point Counts: 3191 point counts in 246 squares 

# Species: 267=   197 confirmed, 53probable, 17possible (plus 4 observed only)

Photos of our launch at FortWhyte Alive by Youn-Young Park



In 2010, we were fortunate to be given much-neededin-kind

support from two northern lodges, who each housed two

volunteer atlassersfor over a week and lent us boats and

equipment. We extend a huge thank you to Jerry Dunlop of

DunlopôsFly-in Lodge and to Lynn and Lee Nolden of

Canada'sGodôsLake Lodge. We couldnot haveflown toGodôs

Lake without the generoussupport of Perimeter Aviation !

RudolfKoes and RichardStaniforthproducedmany

Fly-in Atlassing

Lake Waskaiowaka from Dunlopôs Lodge

exciting recordsat DunlopôsLodgeandLisa andTodd Mahonof EnvironmentCanadavolunteeredtheir

time for someintensiveatlassingatGodôsLake. This is only thestartof greatthingsto comein thenorth,

sogetin touchif you havesuggestionsor ideas!Below is anexcerptfromRudolfôstrip summary:

Rudolf Koes 

Six fishermenfrom U.S.A and two birders deplanedon the sandylanding strip at DunlopôsFly-In Fishing

Lodgein the early morningof 10 July. While the Americanswerehere for trophy-sizedpike and walleye,

RichardandI wouldmakethe lodgeon WaskaiowakaLake,north of Split Lake,our homefor thenextweek

in order to visit asmany10x 10kmatlassquaresascouldpossiblybereachedbyboat.

After havingbeenwelcomedby Jerry andColetteDunlopandstaff,weweretreatedto a fine breakfastand

shownour quarters. Thenwe did somebirding on the groundsand along the airstrip, followedby a quick

coursein howto operatethebrand-new16 ft aluminumboat. Off wewere,downtheLittle Churchill Riverto

Hale Lake!Bald Eagleswereeverywhere,CommonLoonscalled in variousplaces,WinterWrenssangfrom

deepsprucestandsandNorthernWaterthrushesbobbedalongtheriverôsedge. From theseconddayon,our

typical routinewouldconsistof havinga quickbreakfastat 5 a.m., departingby boat at 5:30 andatlassing

until late afternoon,followedbydinnerat 6:30anda data-entrysession.

In mid July manyspeciesare feedingyoungandwerecordedmanyadultscarrying food. Richardwaslucky

in gettinga glimpseof a wolf andweencountereda mothermoosewith calf swimmingacrossa lake,aswell

as a curious otter. Richard also recordedsomeunexpectedplant species. We were surprisedto find some

speciesfarther north than expected: AmericanWhite Pelican, Hairy Woodpecker,LeastFlycatcher,Red-

eyedVireo, Black-cappedChickadee,Red-wingedBlackbird and CommonGrackle cometo mind. At the

sametime sometypically ñnorthernòspecies,such as BohemianWaxwing,White-crownedSparrow and

CommonRedpollwerefound. Oneday we spotteda distantpair of swanswith two cygnets. After carefully

maneuveringtheboat througha shallowrockyarea,wemanagedto getcloseenoughto identify thebirds as

Tundra Swans,well south of the known breedingrange. On other days we encounteredflocks of post-

breeding White-winged Scotersor CommonLoons. Memorablemomentsincluded having a Sanderling

repeatedlyfly circles around our boat, seeinga Boreal Chickadeetake a ñbathòin the wet leavesof a

poplar, spottinga youngNorthern Shrikecapturea large dragonfly and seeinganothershrike pursuea

LesserYellowlegsor finding a one-leggedSolitarySandpiper. By theendof theweekwehadmanagedsome

coveragein ninesquares,finding about70speciesof birds.

Jerry Dunlop, with family and staff, ensuredthat we had everythingwe neededand also providedus with

superbmeals,comfortableaccommodationsanda pleasantoverall experience. Weare verygrateful for this

opportunityto gatherdatathat wouldotherwisehavebeenunattainable.



We wereprivilegedto havetwo crewsworking for the atlasin westernManitobathroughfundingprovided

by Environment Canada's Habitat Stewardship Program for Species At Risk and through the

SustainableForestry Initiative .

Field Crews At Large

Spragueôs Pipit presence (red circles) and 

absence after playback (black squares) in 

the study area.

Our proposalto The Habitat Stewardship Program was aligned

with the priority speciesand habitatsof EnvironmentCanada's

Prairie and NorthernRegion,and for this reason,we searchedfor

SpragueôsPipit in mixedgrassprairieandfescueprairie,usinga 5-

minute passiveatlas point count and then a 5-minute Spragueôs

Pipit playbackwherehabitatpermitted. Whenin parklandareaswe

also used a similar protocol for Red-headedWoodpeckerand

Golden-winged Warbler. So as not to duplicateeffort, we stayed

mostly north of the Trans-CanadaHighway and left the southwest

cornerto ManitobaConservationôsgrasslandbird surveys. Natalka

Melnycky and Marie Prill, both of Alberta and both with

experiencein thesehabitat types, conductedthesepoint counts

from June3rd ïJuly 12th. Our intern from the SuccessfulSkills

Centre,RicardoIbarra,joinedthemuntil mid June.

Our work with theSustainableForestry Initiative wasdirectedat

remotelocationsin the borealforest,especiallywithin the licence

area of LP Canada Ltd., the only SFI certified company in

Manitoba. We focused on squareswith minimal road access.

AlexanderStoneof Québecand Jon Willans of Ontario led this

effort, bravingtheborealbugsandthesoggybackroads.

Left to right: Alexander Stone, Jon Willans, Natalka 

Melnycky, Christian Artuso, Marie Prill & Ricardo Ibarra 

during training at Alonsa WMA.    Photo: Ryon Johnston

Atlas coordinator,ChristianArtuso, trainedboth crewsfor two weeksin May in Riding MountainNational

Park and we are deeply indebtedto Parks Canada for their assistance. With Christian jumping between

crews, we completed2371 point counts and filled out 459 breeding evidenceforms. We found 139

SpragueôsPipitsat over100 locations,evenasfar northas

Asessippi Provincial Park on Lake of the Prairies,and

manyotherSpeciesAt Risk including21eachof

Golden-wingedWarbler and

Red-headedWoodpecker.

Among the many great birds, 

including rarities like Rock 

Wren, Prairie Falcon and a

Loggerhead Shrike just outside Riding Mountain, best of 

all was experiencing the great camaraderie and sharing a 

sense of dedication towards conservation and monitoring. 

Christian Artuso



From the Field

REGIONAL SUMMARY (as of August 15th 2010)

Region 1: 164(of 258) squares have data entered ï 192 species with breeding evidence (Ópossible)

Region 2: 77 (of 201) squares  ï 153 species

Region 3: 94 (of 140) squares ï 169 species

Region 4: 71 (of 151) squares ï 178 species

Region 5: 59 (of 145) squares ï 174 species

Region 6: 112 (of 280) squares ï 189 species

Region 7: 201 (of 434) squares ï 192 species

Region 8: 62 (of 302) squares   ï 146 species

Region 9: 49 (of 380) squares   ï 118 species

Region 10:  1 (of 881) squares ï 1 species

Region 11: 35 (of 1176) squares  ï 88 species

Region 12: 0 (of 960) squares  ï 0 species

Region 13: 1 (of 775) squares  ï 1 species

Region 14: 8 (of 882) squares  ï 87 species

The message is clear, we need help in the north next year!

FAR-FETCHED VOLUNTEERS

Everyprovincecanusea little helpfrom friends!We wantedto saya

specialthankyou to thoseatlasserswho camefrom out-of-province

to help out in 2010: KarenBarry andEric Demersof B.C, Lisa and

Todd Mahon of Alberta, Kathy Hedegardof Saskatchewanand

JenniferSpallin of Ontario. Thank you all! We havealsoreceived

expressionsof interestfrom southof theborderandanticipatethat in

2011, we will beableto spreadthelove evenfurther. Oh,andin case

you are wondering,their reviewson the birding in Manitobahave

beenstellar!

JenniferSpallin of Ottawa,who spenta

week atlassing in western Manitoba,

takesthe plunge to record somemarsh

birds. Photo: ChristianArtuso

DAVEôS SUCCESS

David Raittôs atlassing highlight was confirming breeding of Western Tanager.He is the first person to do 

so in Manitoba. He writes: Though I never found a nest or young, the birds were in the same spots for 

several weeks, and behaving in a way that makes me certain that they nested (based on information in 

Birds of North America Online).On one visit I saw the male and female carrying food.They moved 

around the area together and separately for a while.After close to 10 minutes with something that 

appeared like a caterpillar in his mouth, the male finally ate.Around that time, the female went out of 

sight, and returned without food in her mouth (presumably having fed the young).She caught more food 

within a couple of minutes of her return. Congratulations Dave, awesome find!

Virginia Rail chick        

by Stuart Oikawa

Western Tanager   

(male)  by David Raitt
Lazuli Bunting (male)

by Christian Artuso


